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if he expires from the curse of his/her locks, pomegranates will [burst]
forth.
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“May that Arab camel-rider offer up his life to the Ka’ba’s cell. He who

has Vays-i Qaran as the sweeper of his camel-keeper’s cell”
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1- Sheila R. Canby: The Rebellious Reformer. The drawings and paintings of Riza-
yi Abbasi of Isfahan, Azimuth Editions, London 1996.
2- Martin Dickson and Stuart Cary Welch: The Houghton Shahnameh, Cambridge,
MA. 1981.
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10 Iranshenasi,Vol. XI

asserting that speakers of modern Persian use words in the same way
that people a millennium ago used them. He gives some examples of
words that have changed considerably in meaning.

After this introduction, the author attends to his main topic: the
assertion that Ferdowsi based the written version of the Shahnameh on
an oral tradition of narratives and tales that were popular during the time
he was composing the epic. Exponents of the oral origins point to such
expressions as “narrator,” “narration,” “tradition,” “traditions,” “it was
said,” “it was heard.” The author points out that such expressions are
also found in many early works that stem from the written tradition. Abu
Mansur in his Shahnameh wrote that he “heard” in the books of Ebn
Mogqaffa‘ and Hamzeh of Isfahan, meaning that he “read.”

Folk Etymologies in the Shahnameh

Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh

The author points out that shortly after the etymological research of
Bopp (1791-1867) that began in the 1840s, a folk etymology craze
began among speakers of European languages. This practice was alive
in Persian at least a century before. The author begins his discussion by
examining popular ideas about the origins of such words as “Balkh,”
“Zahhak,” etc. in classical texts and then turns his attention to the
Shahnameh, studying the folk etymologies of such words as
“Manuchehr,” “Rostam,” “Akvan,” “Jahan,” etc.
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Lexicon Writing in Tajikistan
Habib Borjian

The need for new dictionaries in Tajikistan became clear in the 1920s
when many new words and local expressions entered the literary
language. With the adoption of the Latin alphabet in 1928 and Cyrillic
characters in 1940, the necessity became a reality. Dictionaries produced
in Iran could no longer answer the lexical needs of Tajik users. The first
step was taken during the 1930s in the form of a Tajik-Russian
dictionary. This process culminated in 1985 with the publication of the
comprehensive Russian-Tajik dictionary. With the establishment of an
Academy of Sciences, lexicon writing achieved a firmer footing.

The writer studies the following types of dictionaries published in
Tajikistan:  standard dictionaries (monolingual), dictionaries of
expressions (Tajiki Persian jargon and proverbs), special monolingual
dictionaries (synonyms, homonyms, Arabic words), encyclopedic
dictionaries, Russian-Tajik dictionaries, Tajik-Russian dictionaries,
other foreign language dictionaries (English, French, Arabic), and
subject dictionaries. The author describes each example of these
dictionaries in full.

Reflections on Misconceptions
about the Orality of the Shahnameh

Mahmoud Omidsalar

Omidsalar writes that one of the most striking differences between
Persian and European languages such as English and French is that
Persian has not changed fundamentally for around a thousand years.
Anyone who has studied the Old English of the Venerable Bede and
Beowulf knows that these works are difficult to read for students of that
language not to mention educated users of modern English, who find
them impenetrable. The linguistic continuity of Persian is evident
because when one reads the Shahnameh (10th cent.) aloud even
illiterates can understand the general idea. The author says that he is not
asserting that the grammer of the Shahnameh and other classical Persian
works of prose and verse is the same as modern grammer, nor is he
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good ruler, he writes, bases his power on the goodwill of his-people.
Sa‘di places particular emphasis on the importance of the people, what
he calls the “ra‘iyyat,” as the real source of legitimacy. Furthermore, a
close reading of the first chapter suggests that when Sa‘di wrote about
the virtues of an “expedient lie” he might have been cleverly guiding us
to the political tropes of his own narrative, and helping us decode the
secret political semiotics of his treatise.

An Introduction to the Concept of the Pavaragqi
(serial tale) in Iran (3/B)

Sadred-din Elahi

In the Final installment of this article, Elahi examines the following
topics:

2. The types of Iranian squibs, including: historical (in three parts),
social, romantic, political, religious, crime and detective, humorous and
satirical, adventure, horror, fantastic, and composite (domestic and
foreign content) with allusive or translated titles.

3. The names of a number of squib writers.

4. The manner in which squibs were written and published. In his
description of the methods used by several squib writters of Iran, the
author also mentions some of the problems they had after writing their
squibs. Occasionally a squib did not prove to be popular, forcing the
writer to revamp the whole thing. Occasionally the opposite happened,
i.e., a secondary or tertiary character, for example, would prove too
popular, forcing the writer to promote that character to the hero of his
squib.

5. The level of education of squib writers.

6. The ages, levels of education, etc. of squib readers.

7. Squibs and censorship.

8. Why some squib writers used pseudonyms. The writer believes
the reason for this is that a particular squib writer would pen several
squibs in one issue of ajournal. So that readers would not think they
were reading the works of one writer, they would resort to pseudonyms.
At times personal and political considerations led to false names.

9. The money earned by squib writers.
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their easy dismissal as “outmoded” almost became a fad. If we heed
Blumenberg’s idea that modernity is more than anything else a form of
secular Gnosticism, then a new reading of classical texts, and a
dispassionate attempt to mine them for any and all native embryos of
modernity is the first step to a genuine theoretical articulation of Iran’s
encounter with modernity.

A reading of the first chapter of Golestan, on the nature of kings,
using the premise that all narratives are invariably shaped by what
Hayden White calls “emplotment,” and that texts might well have a
“political unconscious” unknown to the authors themselves, will indeed
show that Sa‘di was in many ways a modern thinker; that contrary to the
common perception that condemns him for merely writing panegyrics of
rulers, he was harshly critical of kings and their abuse of power; and that
in many aspects of his writing he was sometimes ahead, at other times
concurrent with European figures who are thought to be the forerunners
of the Renaissance.

Long before Dante advocated the use of the vernacular in literature,
Sa‘di took the traditional form of the magameh and shaped it into
something akin to Montaigne’s essays; he used a language that was
parsimonious, precise, aesthetically sublime and understandable to the
common people. Parts of his writing have the rudiments of what could
develop into an interior monologue. He is unabashed in his celebration
of the bodily appetites. Furthermore, the aphoristic style of Golestan can
well be seen as a formal manifestation of his philosophical pluralism.

In his views on worldly wealth, Sa‘di was prudently moderate,
making him the Erasmus of Iran’s aborted Renaissance. Furthermore, if
we accept the notion that self-assertion is a cardinal element of
modernity, Sa‘di was nothing if not self-assertive.

If we read the first chapter of Golestan as a novel, with the king as
its central character and prepare a composite profile of the king based on
clues and characteristics strewn throughout the forty-one stories of the
first chapter, then we see that Sa‘di’s king is a cruel, despotic, gullible
man, given to the abuse of power and the public purse; he surrounds
himself with mediocrities; he is fickle in his affections, and thus wise
men keep a safe distance from him. The only exceptions to these ignoble
rulers are mythological Persian kings from the Shahnameh or from the
pre-Islamic phase of Iranian history. It is crucial to remember that in the
first chapter of Golestan, Sa‘di makes scant use of the Koran in
articulating its political views. In the first chapter, none of the Koranic
verses quoted have anything to do with political power. When he writes
about political legitimacy, the language he uses is altogether secular. A
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“‘drefnameh” is generally regarded as a lampoon, if not a vehement
attack on ‘Aref. This may be in part true, although even this part is
humorous, and cannot be taken literally. In other parts, Iraj addresses
‘Aref more often in the form of an ekhvaniyyeh, talking about a host of
both silly and serious matters, including their mutual literary friends in
Tehran.

This is the subject of the present paper. Iraj was extremely witty as
well as humorous, though occasionally coarse. He was unusually clear,
concise and eloquent, and very popular among contemporary poets as
well as readers. For all these reasons he wrote some of the best
‘fraternities’ of his time, including those to the famous composer and
instrumentalist Abolhasan Saba, his brother Abdolhossein, the
contemporary poet Shurideh-ye Shirazi, Vahid-e Dastgerdi, and others.

The ‘fraternities’ if his “‘drefnameh” are interesting, informative,
amusing and pleasant to read. In their variety and richness they include
some of the best parts that make up a modern poem in a classical form,
although even here much of the vocabulary and many figures of speech
are unmistakably new.

Sa‘di and the Nature of Kings’
Introductory Comments on the Question of Sa‘di and Modernity

Abbas Milani

From the tenth to the twelfth century, Iran experienced something of a
“Renaissance.” From Ferdowsi to Ibn Sina, philosophers, poets and
writers created one of the most intellectually dynamic periods of Iranian
history. In almost every cultural aspect, the country was then ready for
the kind of transition that in the West would later usher in the age of
Renaissance. Sa’di was the embodiment of Iran’s aborted rebirth.

He is to the Persian language what Shakespeare is to English.
Emerson praised Sa‘di’s Golestan as a work whose wit and wisdom can
only be compared to the Bible. Other advocates of the Enlightenment —
from Hugo to Diderot — also praised Sa‘di. Iranian modernists, however,
have overlooked his importance. For many years, the dominant paradigm
amongst advocates of modernity was that change and innovation will
only come on the ruins of tradition. Denigration of traditional texts, and

* Abstract prepared by the author.



Abstracts of Persian Articles 5

lyrical genius as he did to Hafez? Moayyad reminds readers that Goethe
did not know Persian and had to depend on translation of Sa‘di’s works.
Therefore his knowledge of the Golestan and Bustan was limited to the
misinformation of gullible translators. He believed that Sa‘di went to
Mecca some 15 times, participated in the Crusades, and lived to the ripe
old age of 102. In Goethe’s time, the sublime lyrical poems of Sa‘di had
yet to be translated.

The ‘Fraternities’ of “Arefnameh” by Iraj*

Homa Katouzian

This paper was written a few years ago at the invitation of two
professors of Persian literature in Tehran, for a collection of essays they
were editing to present to Zabihollah Safa, one of the outstanding Iranian
literati of our time. The essays have not yet been published, if only
because, meanwhile, Safa was vehemently attacked in a series of
notorious Iranian television broadcasts entitled ‘Identity’. When I finally
sent it to Iranshenasi I was hoping that it would be published while he
was still alive, but sadly as I now write the English abstract before this
issue goes to the press Safa is no longer with us.

Fortunately his lifetime’s work in Iranian history and literature will
go on living.

“Arefnameh” is a long piece by Iraj, an outstanding modern poem,
and possibly the best of his works. He began to write it in anger against
his poet, song-writer and musician friend ‘Aref-e Qazvini who had
ignored him during a visit to Mashad where Iraj was posted as a civil
servant. It quickly developed into a longer project, rather in the genre of
classical mathnavis, which contained various diversions, tales, moral and
philosophical reflections, critical comments on society and its norms,
etc. These include the poem’s ekhvaniyyat.

‘Ekhvaniyyat’ — roughly translatable as ‘fraternities — are a formal
category of classical Persian poetry, consisting of poetical exchanges
between close friends where they complain about their problems,
reassure each other of their friendship, discuss other friends, etc. Often
they take a light-hearted, humorous, form.

* Abstract prepai'ed by the author
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languages, religions, arts, crafts, and histories of the East. His works in
the 18th and 19th centuries first created a need for the term “World
Literature.” In the introduction to the article, the author examines
Goethe’s life and education and his familiarity with the works of great
Persian writers like Hafez and Sa‘di. In 1814 the 65-year-old poet
obtained a copy of the Austrian Orientalist Hammer-Purgstall’s
translation of the Divan of Hafez, and reading this work brought about
an unprecedented revolution in his emotional and intellectual life. At
the height of his reputation as an artist, Goethe began creating verse the
value of which in the unanimous view of scholars of German literature
is no less than that of Faust. To understand Goethe’s spiritual and
emotional nature at this time, one must mention his romantic
temperament and his susceptibility to beautiful women. All his life
Goethe, like Hafez, Sa‘di and many other poets of both the East and the
West, had an eye for a “lovely face and fine hair.” At that time the
beauty of women was considered a divine gift rather than a diabolical
temptation. In 1814 while on a journey to Frankfurt, Goethe met
Marianne von Willemer several times and a romance blossomed between
the old poet and the 31-year-old, married woman. The intimacy also led
to a series of poems written under the pseudonyms “Hatem” and
“Zuleikha” which are found in the West-Ostlicher Divan. Moayyad
maintains that although Hafez’s influence is quite apparent in the West-
Ostlicher Divan, the role of Marianne von Willemer in this literary affair
should not be underestimated.

Moayyad then turns to the influence of Sa‘di in the West-Ostlicher
Divan. He  acknowledges that while the works of Sa‘di reached
America and Europe before those of Hafez and that Goethe was familiar
with them, Sa‘di never attracted the German poet the way Hafez did.
Goethe would occasionally translate stories from Sa‘di’s Golestan and
Bustan that reasonated with events in his personal life directly or by
allusion and put them into the West-Ostlicher Divan.

Moayyad then examines the contents of the West-Ostliche Divan.
The work consists of 12 parts or books that the poet provided with
Persian titles. These books are in no way comparable: not in length,
literary value, thought, etc. Goethe did not mention Sa‘di’s name in this
work, as opposed to Hafez whom he did mention; but as was said before,
he did include Sa‘di’s words and stories here and there in his West-
Ostlicher Divan. Thus we do not see the depth of Sa‘di’s lyric art in any
of Goethe’s basic thought or style. The writer then examines the direct
and indirect presence of Sa‘di in the West-Ostlicher Divan and asks the
question: why didn’t Goethe pay as much attention to the great Persian
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the subject of the proposed railway comes up, he insists that his
opposition stemmed from the system’s strategic value during the period
1925-27. Mosaddeq also said “The Trans-Iranian Railway was built so
that we could purchase steel from England for the rails of the railway
with the money that we got from England on account of the petroleum
concession.” When we compare his account of his Assembly speeches in
his memoirs with the actual record, which has been published in book
form, we see that Mosaddeq himself added the “strategic” element to his
objections in retrospect. He also added the issue of selling steel to Iran.

Mosaddeq’s opinion of Sultan Ahmad Shah (mentioned above) also
turns out to be misguided, based on internal evidence. Writers, at the
time observed that the last Qajar king was responsible for hoarding grain
at a time when people living in Iran were starving. Ahmad Shah turned
over important governmental positions in return for bribes, sold wheat
and barley that the population needed at high prices and in this manner
made millions that he deposited in European banks and used for buying
and selling shares of stock. He was also able to purchase several
villages and agricultural lands, which allowed more hoarding, so much
so that the people called him Ahmad the Hoarder (Ahmad ‘allaf).
According to documents released by the British Foreign Office Ahmad
Shah was paid a monthly stipend of some 15,000 tumans to agree to the
appointment of Vosuq al-Dowleh in 1919, and he demanded a monthly
“retirement” of some 75,000 fumans. Contrary to Mosaddeq’s assertion
that Iran was independent under Ahmad Shah, the king even asked
permission from the British Minister in Tehran to go to Europe.

Mossadeq’s opinions on the Trans-Iranian Railway and Sultan
Ahmad Shah are worthy of study. Any study should consider the fact
that he himself was a Qajar on his mother’s side.

Goethe Reads Sa‘di

Heshmat Moayyad

This article celebrates the 250th anniversary of Goethe’s (1749-1832)
birth.

The author begins by saying that Goethe was among the most
outstanding representatives of a world-wide movement that began in the
Renaissance in which European scholars turned their attention to the
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robbed Iran of “freedom.” About Sultan Ahmad Shah, the last Qajar
king, he said, “Because he was not prepared to recognize the 1919
agreement with the British, he sowed the seeds of his own
dethronement.” Among the seven Qajar kings, only two were worthy of
mention for Mosaddeq: Mozaffar al-Din Shah, under whom “the Iranian
nation gained its freedom” and Ahmad Shah, “who refused to submit to
servitude and gave up the throne.” Matini writes that after Mosaddeg
made the statement about the railway, not only those in his generation
(he was in high school at the time) but all the people wondered how the
British, immediately after the end of World War I, were able to
anticipate that they would need a south-to-north railway system in Iran
twenty years before they actually needed it during World War I. Even
more important was the question of how Mosaddeq was able to discover
that Reza Shah had become an agent of the future British occupation.

To answer these questions, the author has read many books on the
period. Among them is Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi’s Mission for my
Country, which records Mosaddeq’s words to the author: “Your father
betrayed the country in this matter.” When the Shah asked him for the
reason, Mosaddeq said, “Your father built the Trans-Iranian Railway to
please the British who wanted to attack Russia. So long as we did not
have the railway, at least Iran was independent.” The Shah’s sister,
Ashraf Pahlavi, says in her book Faces in the Mirror, that Mosaddeq
was asked to her home to advise on the board of directors of the Imperial
Committee on Social Services. Rather than discussing the topic at hand,
she writes, Mosaddeq was more interested in discussing politics and
criticizing her father and brother. He said: “Your father’s great error was
the building of the Trans-Iranian Railway. If he had not, the country
would not have been occupied during World War II.” The account of
Mosaddeq’s statements on the matter in the minutes of the 14th
Assembly does not differ from the two preceding ones.

The author then turns to the minutes of the 5th and 6th Assemblies
(1925-1927). In 1926 when the south-north railway was proposed,
Mosaddeq’s only objection was that the project would not be financially
sound. He thought that if an east-west line were built that could serve
international traffic, the project would make economic sense. Instead of
the railway, Mosaddeq proposed that the government build a beet sugar
factory. Mosaddeq said “everyone who voted for the railway is traitor.”
Later on such a factory was indeed built, but it is clear from the record
that Mosaddeq never objected to the military aspects of the railway
when it was first proposed.

In 1961, Mosaddeq began writing his memoirs. In them, whenever
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Mosaddeq, The Trans-Iranian Railway
and Sultan Ahmad Shah

Jalal Matini

In the introduction, the author alludes to the events of August 25, 1941,
the occupation of Iran by British and Soviet forces, the resignation of
Reza Shah, and the attendant disruptions in the life of the country. He
also mentions the changes that came after the resignation: the formation
of various political parties, the publication of various journals affiliated
with political groups, the political awareness of the people of Iran
including high school students, the popular desire to participate in the
1943 election of the 14th national assembly and the curiosity about what
went on in the assembly. In the context of these political events, the
author examines some of the statements and activities of Dr. Mohammad
Mosaddeq (1882-1967). After a hiatus of 15 years, Mosaddeq was
elected as a representative from Tehran to the 14th assembly. Asa
representative, he opposed the seating of Seyyed Zia al-Din Tabataba’i,
in the 14th assembly as representative from Yazd. Seyyed Zia was
~ instrumental in the rise of Reza Shah and the ending of the Qajar
dynasty. Mosaddeq was also highly critical of Reza Shah, saying among
other things, “Reza Shah with our money and to our disadvantage built
the railway, and for twenty years purchased arms for the allies [of that
day] with the money of the Iranian people.” He also said that Reza Shah

* All translations, unless otherwise stated, are by Paul Sprachman.
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