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the article, the author makes suggestions about how the Tehran edition
could be improved.

Nezami’s So-called Turkish Divan
M. A. Karimzadeh Tabrizi

The recent publication of Nezami of Ganja’s Turkish Divan in Tehran
based on a manuscript in the Khediv Library in Cairo has sparked some
debate. On one hand, the pan-Turkists (such as Atil Owglu, who hailed
it as one of the great events of the century) insist on the authenticity of
the work; on the other hand, many critics in Iran and the Azerbaijan
Republic are doubtful. In a previous issue of Iranshenasi the views of
the two sides were aired. In this article Mohammad Ali Karimzadeh
Tabrizi examines a compendium of literary biography called Tazkerat
al-Sho’ara-ye Latifi, copied in 1609. It contains the biographies and
samples of the poetry of more than 300 poets. The original work dates to
1546 and was dedicated to Soltan Soleyman IT (1520-66). Among the
poets is a man called Nezami who lived during the reign of Soltan
Mohammad II Fatih (1444-51).

The author of the article translates a portion of this biography into
Persian. It speaks of Nezami, who is called one of the most famous
poets since the founding of the Ottoman Empire. Based on the sample
poems, which the author translates into Persian, and other reasons
previously explored, Karimzadeh Tabrizi concludes that the Turkish
Divan published in Tehran is that of Nezami of Konya, not Nezami of
Ganja.



Abstracts of Persian Articles 25

Rudasht, Kuhpaya, Jarquya, Borkhvar, and Marbin, as well as among the
Jewish community of Isfahan. They form a rather homogeneous
language group, but also show a range of differences and variety
corresponding to their geographical distribution and historical
development.

The article summarizes the author’s current study of the Median
dialects of Isfahan. It includes a geographical and ethno-linguistic
description of the district of Isfahan followed by a comprehensive
literature survey that leads to the classification of the Isfahani Median
dialects as part of the Central Dialects. Among the dialects of Isfahan,
only Gazi has received adequate attention. The vernaculars of Sedeh
and the Jewish community of Isfahan remain largely understudied. The
piedmont area of Jabal in the sub-district of Kuhpaya has more than
forty Median villages, yet only a short article has been published on the
language of this area. The idioms of Sagzi, Lower Rudasht and Jarquya
remain largely unstudied. Zefra has a transitional dialect between those
of Isfahan and Ardestan, which also needs to be investigated.

The Romance called Homai-nameh
Sajjad Aydenlou

An edition of the Homai-nameh has recently been published in Tehran.
It is a romance consisting of 4332 couplets about the love of Homai, son
of the ruler of Egypt, and Gol-e Kamkar, the daughter of the king of
Syria. After many battles and difficulties the lovers found each other.
The unique copy of this romance is held in the Chester Beatty Library in
Dublin. The tale is anonymous, but it is clear that the author based the
poem on written sources certainly from the latter half of the 14" century.
It is also clear that the author was quite familiar with Ferdowsi’s
' Shahnameh.

All of the main characters of the poem are non-Iranian and the crucial
events take place outside Iranian territories. It does contain some motifs
and elements common to the Iranian national epic, such as the seven
labors that the hero has to perform before he can succeed in his quest,
analogous to the haft-khvan of Rostam.

The athletic heroine of this epic is a champion in her own right who
slays a demon and against whom men are loath to go into battle.

The Homai-nameh is not without weaknesses, but it is valuable
because it contains a large number of archaic expressions. At the end of
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abstract images of classical Persian literature in a flowing, ornate
language suffused with Persian words and idioms. He was thus
considered a master both in Persian Classical literature and his own
vernacular, as he was able to integrate the two masterfully and
effortlessly. His efforts, however, to cast his dialect verses into the exact
meters of classical Persian prosody hardly proved successful. Not the
Jeast of its claims for attention is the light the divan throws on language
development. An example is the poet’s use of words and phrases that are
on the verge of disappearing. Even more interesting are the
phonological processes in the Gazi dialect when one compares Darvish
Abbas’ verses as they appear in his divan with those collected by
Zhukovskii in the late nineteenth century, and then with the way the
verses are recited by the speakers of the dialect today.

One morpho-phonologic process is the evolution of the third person
singular enclitic pronoun from -sh, the historic form attested in most
other Isfahani Median dialects, to -zA, and then more recently to -y. The
latter form is current also in the idioms of Sedeh and Sagzi, to the west
and east of Isfahan, respectively, and in the Median dialects around
Kashan. It is highly likely that these dialects have gone through the
same phonological development rather than having retained the Old
Iranian forms *hai and *him, as conjectured by certain dialectologists.
A parallel trend is observed for the second person singular enclitic
pronoun, from -f to -d. The development of h to a glottal stop is yet
another pattern of phonological change in Gazi. '

The Geographical Distribution of Median
Dialects in the District of Isfahan"

Habib Borjian

Within the district of Isfahan we find more than a hundred
settlements whose inhabitants speak various dialects of the Central
Plateau type, also called Central Dialects or Median dialects. These
dialects, now on the verge of extinction, form several clusters within
loosely defined natural boundaries: (1) in the district of Kashan, (2) west
of the Karkas range along the Qom-Isfahan highway, (3) along the
western edge of the Central Desert from Ardestan to Yazd, and (4) in the
district of Isfahan. The latter subgroup is current in the boluks of

* The abstract was prepared by the author.
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Indeed a close comparison of the ghazals of Sa‘di and Hafiz would
show that the latter’s debt to Sa‘di, whether in the use of meters and
rhymes, words and phrases, concepts and ideas or direct quotation, is
much more than is normally realized.

Transcribing Dialect Manuscripts:
The Divan of Darvish Abbas Gazi"

Habib Borjian

Gazi is one of the most favored of all Iranian dialects, not only
because it has received a thorough linguistic investigation by Valentin
Alekseevich Zhukovskii and Wilhelm Eilers, but also for the prolific
poet Darvish Abbas, who wrote in Gazi and whose nineteenth-century
dialect verses are still highly praised by his fellow villagers in Gaz, as
well as by the inhabitants of the nearby oases of Khvorzuq and
Komeshcha, all located in the district of Borkhvar, north of Isfahan. The
dialects of these villages belong to the Isfahani subgroup of the Central
Dialects, which in turn belongs to the larger subdivision called
Northwestern Iranian languages. (More details about the geographic
distribution of the Central Dialects in the district of Isfahan are provided
in the current issue of Iranshenasi.)

This article investigates the life, works, and language of Darvish
Abbas (1847-1905), who used the epithet Jazi in his poems. He was
linked to the Gonabadi Sufi order founded by Soltan-Alishah, and yet he
held a critical view of all formal denominations. Jazi’s collected poetry,
or divan, survives in more than one manuscript. The principal one,
apparently in the poet’s own hand and bearing marks of his seals, is
dated 1902. It contains about ten thousand couplets, composed in formal
genres of classical Persian poetry. He was, however, chiefly a composer
of ghazals, 236 of which have recently been published in Isfahan in
Perso-Arabic script.

The poems are generally lyrical, mystical and satirical, with a strong
sense of humor that has made Darvish Abbas so popular. As did so many
other composers of fahlaviyat, he felt free to imbue his work with

* The Persian version of this article was published in the previous issue of Iranshenasi.
The abstract was prepared by the author.
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When she uses the sword, be the shield

Pray for her when she swears indeed
*

If you use the sword I will be the shield
There is peace on this side of the war.

Another feature that anticipates Hafiz is critical remarks on the

“really-existing” as opposed to ideal-type Sufis, and contrasts of the
lovers® attitude and their own. Hafiz is famous for this, but up till now it
has not been recognized that its original source is Sa‘di’s love poetry.
Even the term ‘libertine’ or rend, a hallmark of Hafiz’s ghazals, occurs
in the love lyrics of his illustrious predecessor:

I am a servant of the gays and libertines
Not the ascetics who regard you in secret
*
I am a servant of libertines and selfless ones, who
In loving the beloved become their own enemy
*
My beloved is a rogue, a rascal, a libertine
She pretends piety to herself and me

The following references to the Sufis, khaneqah, tavern, libertinism,

etc, closely anticipate Hafiz on such subjects:

Send off the rag and prayer-mat of respectability to the tavern
So that your devotees will rise to dance and look for joy
*
Go away, learned doctor, leave us to the Almighty
We, loving and drunkenness, you, prayer and piety
*

Such sensation arose from the description of your face
In the khaneqah, that the Sufi went straight to the tavern
*
I cannot be patient seeing a pretty face
The Sufi would confess to his weakness
A poor man repented from seeing the beautiful
A hundred times, and will repent once again
*
Take off the Sufi’s attire, bring the cup of wine
Drunkenness and a good name do not go together
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The Women’s Spring Festival
called “Mardgiran”

Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh

In three works, Athar al-Bagiah, al-Tafhim, and Qanun-e Mas 'udi,
Abu Rayhan Biruni mentions a festival that took place, according to
the Zoroastrian calendar, on the 5" of Esfand (the end of February).
This festival is also mentioned in the Zeyn al-Akhbar of Gardizi.
During the festival, which was called Mardgiran, women asked their
husbands for rewards. The subject of this article is the correct name
of the festival.

Manuscripts of Athar al-Bagiah read “Mozhdgiran” and
“Mardgiran” (the difference in the Perso-Arabic writing system being
three dot over the second letter), and al-Tafhim, Qanun-e Mas ‘udi
and Zeyn al-Akhbar have “Mardgiran.” However, the solution to this
problem is not so simple, especially when one considers that Gardizi
writes “this day is called Mardgiran because women chose their men
of their own volition.” One can infer from this that women were free
to act with men as they liked, or, at least, that it refers to girls’
choosing husbands during the festival.

The author also mentions Nezami’s Sharafnameh and Ferdowsi’s
Bijan and Manijeh, which may record this festival.

Aspects of Sa‘di’s love lyrics, IT’
Homa Katouzian

This article is the second part of a study of some of the special features
of Sa'di’s lyrics. One recurring feature of the love poems is the fight
between the lover and the beloved. But to call it ‘fight’ is misleading
because, contrary to the practice in the early classics, the lover and
beloved are not equal here. It is the beloved who becomes angry, leaves,
and fights, but the lover goes on loving her, declaring himself
completely defenceless and ready to surrender:

Sa‘di since her strike is inevitable
Surrender and put your hope in fate

* Abstract prepared by the author.
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publishers. Likewise books in foreign languages are translated into
Persian and, after undergoing censorship by Islamic Republican
authorities, are published inIran. One should therefore advise scholars
to use only the original editions in their research. To show the extent of
the censorship in Iran, this article compares the American and Iranian
(published in 2003) versions the Memoirs of Mehdi Ha’eri Yazdi, which
were published in the United States in 2001. The Iranian edition
unfortunately leaves out two very important parts of the original. Ha’eri
Yazdi (Qom 1923-Tehran 1999) said, at the outset of the Islamic
Republic while he was doing research at the Kennedy Center in
Washington, DC, that he had been given the mission by Ayatollah
Khomeini of overseeing the workings of the Iranian embassy. (During
the interview he mentions his and his family’s acquaintance with the
Ayatollah.) The Iranian edition leaves out two sections: (1) While going
through some papers, he noticed that an individual had withdrawn the
sum of $7,850,000 from the account of the Iranian Navy kept in a New
York bank. He reported this by telex and telephone to Foreign Minister
Sanjabi, who told him that he had sent the telex by a special messenger
to Qom to inform Ayatollah Khomeini. There was never an answer. He
later went to Qom and during his meeting with the Ayatollah raised the
matter. Ayatollah Khomeini expressed ignorance. The next day Ha’eri
Yazdi presented the documentation, along with his oral report, to the
Ayatollah, who never responded nor had the matter investigated. (2) A
separate section on law and governance in the American edition of
Ha’eri Yazdi’s memoirs examines the principle of Velayat-e Faqih,
which places all authority in the hands of one individual. From the point
of view of Islamic jurisprudence it finds this principle completely at
variance with the idea of a “republic” that emerges from popular
elections.

This article also discusses texts of interviews recently made available
on the Internet by the Iranian Oral History Project at Harvard. Of the
134 interviews, only 10 have been published in the United States. The
intention 1is to put the remaining 124 on the Internet, which, of course, is
a valuable contribution; however the problem is that they have not been
published in the United States in book form. In Iran they appear in
censored form, which is completely at odds with the intentions of the
Oral History Project.

Based on this comparison, the author urges Mr. Ladjevardi and the
Tranian Oral History Project at Harvard to instruct readers to use only
those versions published on the Internet and not the ones published in
Iran.



Abstracts of Persian Articles*

Fabricating the Harvard Oral History Project
in the Islamic Republic of Iran’

Jalal Matini

In Iranshenasi, I published an article addressed to present and future
generations of readers and scholars on the ways in which history is being
fabricated by various agencies of the Islamic Republic. The situation
has reached such a point that documents related to the Constitutional
Period (1906-79), especially the Pahlavi era, that are published in print
or on the Internet by government writers or private individuals trusted by
the state, must be assumed to be false unless the originals prove the
contrary. In that article I cited examples of fabricated interview with
someone deceased, and other similar examples.

Here 1 show that this rewriting of history is not the work of one
President or one Minister of Islamic Guidance; rather it is a coordinated
effort much like congregational prayers!

Books published in Persian abroad are republished in Iran in
censored editions without the permission of the original authors or

® Note: The previous issue of Iranshenasi went to press without having been proof-read
by the Editor of the English section.
*All translations, unless otherwise stated, are by Paul Sprachman.



Homa Katouzian
Habib Borjian

Habib Borjian

Sajjad Aydenlou
M. A. Karimzadeh
Tabrizi

Aspects of Sa‘di’s love lyrics II

Transcribing Dialect Manuscripts:
The Divan of Darvish Abbas
Gazi

The Geographical Distribution of
Median Dialects in the District
of Isfahan

The Romance called Homai-nameh

Nezami’s So-called Turkish Divan

21

23

24
25
26



Contents

Iranshenasi
New Series
Vol. XVII, No. 3, Autumn 2005

Persian

Articles 419
Selections 577
Book Review 590
Short Reviews 596
News of Iranian Studies and Related Events 613
Communications 620
English

Abstracts of Persian Articles by:

Jalal Matini Fabricating the Harvard Oral History
Project in the Islamic Republic
of Iran 19
Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh  The Women’s Spring Festival called
“Mardgiran” 21



Traroshenasts

A JOURNAL
OF IRANIAN STUDIES
New Series
Editor :
Jalal Matini

Associate Editor :
(in charge of English Section)

William L. Hanaway
University of Pennsylvania

Book Review Editor :
Heshmat Moayyad

Advisory Board : -
Peter J. Chelkowski,
New York University
Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh,
Hamburg University
Heshmat Moayyad,
University of Chicago
Roger M. Savory,
University of Toronto

Former (deceased) Advisors:
Mohammad Djafar Mahdjoub
Zabihollah Safa

The views expressed in the articles are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Journal.

All contributions and correspondence should be addressed to:
The Editor: Iranshenasi

P.0.Box 1038
Rockville, Maryland 20849-1038, U.S.A

Telephone : (301) 279-2564
Fax : (301) 279- 2649
Internet: www.Iranshenasi.net

Requests for permission to reprint more than short
quotations should be addressed to the Editor.

Annual subscription rates (4 issues) are $48.00 for individuals,
$38.00 for students, and $90.00 for institutions.
The price includes postage in the U.S. For foreign mailing, add $16 for surface mail.
For Air mail add $16.50 for Canada, $35.00 for Europe,
and $39.00 for Asia, Africa, and Australia



Urawsﬂenaji)

A JOURNAL OF IRANIAN STUDIES

New Series

Abstracts of Persian Articles by:

Sajjad Aydenlou
Habib Borjian
M. A. Karimzadeh Tabrizi
Homa Katouzian
Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh
Jalal Matini

Vol. XVII, No. 3, Autumn 2005



