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Authority in Islam: From the Rise of Muhammad
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The Concept of Tradition in the Contemporary Music of Iran

Jean During

After a brief and introductory discussion of "tradition in Eastern and
Western cultural traditions and reference to the value judgments that burden the
word, the author turns to the many meanings of sonnat (tradition) in Iranian
music. He identifies Iranian traditional music by stating that in its essence it
differs from every other kind of music. The term first seems to have been
employed in modern times to reflect the Western notion. In time the term asil
(original), itself a Western import, replaced sonnat. Later the term melli
(national) replaced both. The reality behind the concept of traditional music
was the very powerful idea of nationalism; hence, the aesthetic duty of Persian
music like the language itself was to unite the peoples of Iran regardless of their
ethnic backgrounds and religious affiliations.

The author then explores three components of tradition: "antiquity,"
“authority,” and "precedence.”" About the first he writes that though everyone
seems to be in agreement about "antiquity” as a necessary criterion of tradition,
no one is willing to call music traditional solely on the basis of its antiquity. Be
that as it may, realists accept the antiquity of traditional Iranian music whether
a thousand years old or a hundred. On authority, the writer believes that all
Iranian musicians respect the authority of their teachers, for a maestro’s authority
and authenticity are among the important and necessary conditions that must be
fulfilled before new elements introduced by him can be added to traditional
melodic paradigms.

The writer then takes up the two qualities "originality" and "variation,"
saying that tradition which is tantamount to habit is distinguishable from tradition
which signifies "originality." That which is traditional does not have to be
original and vice versa. He believes, moreover, that two types of originality
exist. One is superficial, horizontal and depends on territory, nation, and culture;
the other is celestial, vertical and relates to higher worlds, spirituality, religion,
and sublime emotions. When a musician, inspired by existing forms, creates
something new, variation obtains in the midst of tradition. In this way, invention
and ingenuity must be considered necessary elements of originality. The point
is that maestros and those who appreciate music will accept these variations
within strict limits and consider sudden and fundamental changes in tradition
inadmissible. He concludes that the limits and dictates of change have to be
established correctly and that content must be separated from form.
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Waiting for Rain

Simin Behbahani

The subject of -this article is the novel Tuba va Ma‘nay-e Shab by
Shahmush Parsipur. Behbahani believes that the powerful imagination,
remarkable events, and skillful recreation of time and place evinced in the novel
raise it above the ordinary and that the novel has augmented the literary capital
of Iran. As the novel was written after the author’s imprisonment and torture,
much of its story probably occurred to Parsipur in the solide and confinement
of prison. In Behbahani’s view, the basic message of the work is that Iranian
woman is forever awaiting rainfall in the desert wasteland which she inhabits.
But, even if it does rain, much of its joy and transparency will perish in the arid
desert of obscurantist thought.

After referring to the various parts of the book, the article discusses the
relationship between its structure and its events and characters. The book is
composed of four parts in each of which the thread of events take a slightly
different turn, but time continues seamlessly and in a single process. In other
words, the unity of time is observed throughout, except at the beginning. Apart
from this fourfold division, the book contains no other observable structuring or
chaptering. If the reader wants to reread a particular stretch or return to a
particular section, he will lose his place and be forced to thumb through several
pages. Many of the events of the story do not cohere; the book may have been
better if it had been told in two or three separate novels.

The author feels that the abundance of contradictions that fill Parsipur’s
novel is indicative of the fact that despite her intelligence and wit, her strong
imagination, and her ability to recreate events and create excitement, Parsipur has
forsaken narrative rationality. Many effects are without cause and many causes
are without effect. Perhaps it can be said that the worlds of imagination and
reality are separate, and that the logic that rules reality cannot reign over the
imagination; however, avers Behbahani, there are no products of the imagination
that do not have their roots in reality.

In closing Behbahani states her feeling that Parsipur’s basic purpose was
to show the tyranny which women must endure, a purpose that the author’s
strong imagination and flowing style have admirably carried out.
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Psychoanalytic Technique and Narrative Literature in Iran

Hura Yavari

After a brief discussion of the characteristics of "psychoanalytic
literature” and her belief that many contemporary Persian poets and writers are
indebted to the writings of Freud and to the nature of the psycho-therapeutic
regimen, the author examines the novel Samfuni-e Mordegan (The Symphony of
the Dead) by Abbas Marufi. She believes that the book serves as a good
example of psychological fiction in telling the story of two brothers in four
"movements” and from four points of view.

Samfuni-e Mordegan begins in a troubled time redolent of death and
disease. It is the story of the last twenty-four hours in the life of one of its
characters who at the same time traverses an "exterior” to find and kill his
brother and plumbs the deepest layers of his "interior." The novel’s narrative
technique profits from descriptions of the defense mechanisms of the unconscious
mind and from the culture of the therapeutic session in at least three discrete and
integrated areas. In Samfuni-e Mordegan "how" is synonymous with "why" and
structure and technique are components of "meaning." The novelist uses stream
of consciousness narration to compress the story of forty-three years in the life
of a family into the last twenty-four hours of one of its members. The
compression of a lifetime into one time segment with a specific beginning and
ending creates a narrative frame which resembles the requisite "hour" a patient
spends with his therapist. !

The author feels that Marufi consciously employs this structural strategy
in the first "movement" of the novel. In this twenty-four-hour period of
"analysis," he anatomizes time and using the device of "regression” manages to
separate the body of his protagonist from his psyche. The use of this type of
narrative structure requires many strengths and necessitates a well-considered
approach to dialogue, setting, and characterization. This multi-voice and
decentralizing structure arises from Marufi’s familiarity with the kind of
dislocations and disorders visited on the ego by mental illnesses. It is for this
reason that Yavari believes the book to represent a turning point in the history
of fiction in Iran. This is a novel in which reader, writer, and characters stand
shoulder to shoulder in pursuing the logic of the tale. The use of this form of
"incoherent-coherent” writing has created something wholly new which will
please the reader versed in the fine points of psychoanalysis.
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In Search of the Resurrection

Abbas Amanat

In his review of Farhad Daftari’s The Esma‘ilis: Their History and
Doctrine (Cambridge, 1990), the author first briefly touches on Hasan Sabbah
and then calls the work under review one of the most inclusive to be written on
the Esma'‘ili sect. In his view, the book is important for several reasons. First,
because of the breadth of its contents and its reasoned investigation and
interpretations, the work can serve to advance comparative historiography not
only of Shii tendencies, but also involving Sunni Islam and even non-Islamic
movements. Second, Daftari approaches the topic with detachment, rationality,
sound scholarship, and a lucid style, which are themselves harbingers of a new
generation of Iranian students of Islamic history and belief. Finally, though he
relies on the writings of Western scholars, by contrasting their views with those
of others, Daftari is able to reach new insights and conclusions. The author
likewise believes that Daftari, with all of his meticulousness, devotes less
attention to serious historical analysis, to identifying causality in the chain of
events, or to the investigation of belief systems. After presenting brief
summaries of each chapter of the book, the author gives his own opinions on the
issues raised in them.

The 1300-years Esma‘ili history, the author believes, suggests that Shii
gnosis supplies the central moving force in the development of religious,
intellectual and social history of Islam. Much of Islamic culture, both Sunni and
Shii, has been a product of Shiism’s struggle against established clerical control.
Although Esma‘ilism itself was often ensnared in juridical conservatism,
nevertheless the war against religious establishment was always resumed,
sometimes appearing as revolutionary and apocalyptic movements reaching for
meta-legal and even trans-religious spaces. That these movements were
ultimately defeated points to gnostic Shiism’s organizational weakness, which,
despite repeated attempts, denied them complete liberation.

Daftari’s work is important for future research in Iranian-Islamic fields
because it reminds us, once again, of the importance of gnostic Shiism and the
Iranian element in the evolution of Islamic thought.
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Anatomy of a Celebration

Changiz Pahlavan

The millennial celebration of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh in Iran in 1990,
and the various events and assessments that went along with it form the topics
of this article. Referring to the remarks of Ahmad Shamlu’s criticism of certain
tales in the epic, the author says that Shamlu’s intent was to show the "class
character” of Ferdowsi’s work. Shamlu’s judgement and similar judgements
have provoked wide-spread reactions and have blended with certain political
concepts like monarchy and its opposite tendency.

The writer makes the point that the artists and people of Iran in general
have always held the Shahnameh and its heroes in the highest esteem and in
various ways manifested that esteem in their own lives. Wall-murals are a
manifestation of this ubiquitous and abiding interest in the epic. Shahnameh
motifs also appear in miniatures, on the walls of Houses of Strength, pubic baths,
government buildings, and in carpet designs. Those who say that the Shahnameh
in our age has lost some of its traditional functions are correct. However, the
assertion that the heroic tales and exploits of the epic have lost their original
meaning in our age is still open to question, as is the assertion that the concepts
of heroism and myth have lost their power in our age because we no longer live
in a world of epics.

The role of the Shahnameh as a repository of national memory is also
stressed by many commentators and in this respect they find the epic comparable
to the great works of world literature in its ability to contain the eternal themes
of national identity, life, death, love, hate, humanity, and inhumanity. The author
contends that the examination of this masterwork from various points of view is
not only profitable but necessary to the vitality of Iranian culture. It is only
natural that each age adopt its own particular view of the epic, however what is
novel in our age, over the past century, is the examination of the work from the
points of view of various political ideologies and party affiliations. This kind of
criticism is specific to the age of ideology in the "Third World," which has been
tainted with the desire to contextualize and understand everything in
contemporary terms. If, today, republicanism is the preferred governmental
modality, then the regimes of the Shahnameh will necessarily be condemned; and
if the prevailing faith is Islam, then there will be attempts to find an Islamic
character in the epic. Such criticism and interpretation requires the corrective of
separating the past from the present.
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Henri Corbin: The Spiritual Topography of Iranian Islam

Daryush Shayegan

In the first part of this article the author treats Corbin’s
interpretations of Suhrawardi and his mystical allegories. In Corbin’s view,
Suhrawardi’s efforts were centered on creating a middle-world between the
mundane state of ordinary perception and the realm of pure reason. If such a
world did not exist, then the events of the hereafter would have no special place
and be deprived of realization. This middle world is none other than the "eighth
clime." Suhrawardi coined the Persian word "na-koja-abad" (utopia or atopia)
to express this special "place.”

Any external event is nothing but a clue to or a recreation or restatement
of an internal reality, an event belonging to the world of spirit. Any event that
occurs in this world is a recreation of an event that originally took place in
Heaven. It is only through mystical interpretation that one gains the truth of a
tale, the truth of the Qoran or an epic story, for the true significance of these
narratives must be sought in a time that is ahistorical, beyond history, in their
own special temporal contexts. The author then explores the concept of "na-
koja-abad,” noting its novelty in the Persian lexicon and Suhrawardi’s
responsibility for its coinage and its literal meaning "nowhereville." At first
glance the term is an equivalent for "utopia,” which was not to be found in the
Greek lexicon until Thomas Moore coined it to mean a city or society of no
particular location. As soon as we pass the threshold of this placelessness, a
reversal of time and space occurs and that which was hidden to superficial
observation suddenly appears and hides that which to that point was observable.
The invisible becomes visible.

In the second part of this essay the writer examines the mystical
allegories in Suhrawardi’s Qessa Ghorbat al-Gharbia and writes that this tale
belongs to that group of works in which an encounter with an angel figures as
"a belief that is transformed into an event in the realm of the spirit.” Henri
Corbin, who translated this category of tale as "agl-e sorkh," collected and
classified many of them.

The author finally turns to the question of the "encounter with the angel”
and notes that in Suhrawardi the angel manifests as the spiritual elder, guide to
the novice, who is endowed with eternal youth. The "aged youth" is an example
of the angel, who is manifest to the novice, found in all of Suhrawardi’s
allegories.
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East and West

Daryush Ashouri

In comparing Easterners and Westerners, the article examines such
notions as Orientalism and the concept of science and culture in Western and
Eastern societies. The author believes that Orientalism as a branch of modem
learning situates otherwise distinct ancient societies of Asia in a generic rubric,
endows them with common social, cultural, and political characteristics. This
distinct category, the "Orient,” is then perceived by the Western mind as an
antithesis to the "Occident". Asians and other "orientals” customarily see
Orientalism as part of an imperialist conspiracy. In the writer’s opinion, this
view encompasses only part of the truth. Orientalism is not the only tool of
power and influence--all the sciences are used as tools of power and "will to
power." The alienation of Easterners is a result not only of confronting Western
tools, but also, and more significantly, of the way they are presented in Western
science. It is thus that they gradually learn to reevaluate their history,
geography, culture, and language and to redefine themselves.

The writer then turns to the advent of a nearly new species of human,
European man, who differs from all precursors. This modern type has fashioned
an epistemology in which existence has been reified into a thing to be observed,
a phenomenon, an "object" to be held up in front of his inquiring mind or
"subject.”" The subject functioning as the knower is juxtaposed against all reality,
including humans, cultures, civilizations, and religions and treats them like any
topic of investigation. It is for this reason that this modern species’ relationship
with Africans or Asians, for example, is that of subject and object, in which on
one side we see the knower and on the other the knowable, on one side the
dominant and on the other the dominated, on one side the active and on the other
the passive.

In answer to the question, then, of why Westerners have something
called Orientalism, while Easterners do not have Occidentalism, one can say that
the difference can be attributed to modemn science, which owes its very
development and ascendancy to the dissolution of the paradigms of the traditional
world and traditional wisdom, and which forms the epistemological paradigm of
Western thought. In contrast, traditional society looks askance at rational
thinking, for it frees the human mind from the yoke of tradition and gives
mankind independence of judgement and action.

The writer finally turns to the passage of Eastern society into the third
world; i.e., the change of traditional mankind, mankind satisfied with whatever
fate has dealt, into a rebellious mankind who tums from the other (after) world,
but, nevertheless, seeks a different world on earth. It is in this metamorphosis,
he argues, that the ancient ties to tradition and the past are broken and that the
internal crisis of Easterners, which is the same crisis shared by Third Worlders,
begins.
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The East in Exile and Exile in the West

Nader Naderpour

The writer begins his article with a discussion of alienation in the East,
as the author bemoans the fact that Iran, India, and China, the wellsprings of
Eastern civilization, have become estranged from their ancient cultural heritages
and have borrowed the trappings of Western culture. In his view, what
necessitates this alienation is the exile of Easterners in their own lands and their
desire to migrate. He identifies three waves of migration in the history of Iran.
The first was the migration of Zoroastrian Iranians to India around the time of
the Arab conquest. The second was the movement of Iranian liberals and
constitutionalists to Ottoman Turkey around the time of WWI. The final
migration came after the Islamic Revolution. In his comparative analysis of
these three waves, he states that in the contemporary wave one can identify at
least three contiguous generations of intellectuals: adherents to values of the
Constitutional Revolution, Marxists, and intellectuals who believe in
"Revolutionary Islam" or "Islamic Marxism."

The writer expounds that Iranians are endowed with dual personality
when it comes to Islam. He feels that many of the characteristics of the social
and political history of Iran after Islam, especially many post-Islamic Iranian
manners and personality traits, arise out of this dual attitude toward Islam. The
Iranian psyche has been caught between two contradictory emotional poles. On
one hand, there is the Iranian enamored of Islam, whose infatuation can
degenerate into a malaise. Symptoms of this dogmatic infatuation are such
practices as communal mourning, breast-beating, and recitation of martyrologies,
or the proscription of joy and outlawing of music, which occasionally end in
injuring, condemning and occasionally killing opponents and enemies of Islam.
On the other hand, at the core of this infatuation is an opposite emotion that
manifests as a deep antipathy toward Islam and the Arab world. Symptoms of
this opposite tendency are the vilification of the basic tenets of the religion,
denigration of religious mourning, and the purification of Persian of all Arabic
words.

The author closes by saying that the Persian language must be
considered above all these cultural and social conflicts, for throughout history it
has been one of the most important factors in the unity and uniformity of Iran
and one of the richest repositories of literature and learning in the world. The
Persian language in particular is the only means of enriching the lives of Iranians
in exile and the most valuable inheritance they have received from their
forebears.



Mirza Malkom Khan: Literary Critic*

Iraj Parsinejad

The author begins with a brief outline of Mirza Malkom Khar’s life, his
educational background in Europe, his employment as a translator and adviser
at the Iranian Foreign Ministry and at the court of Naser al-Din Shah. Among
the topics covered in this article are Malkom’s beliefs and ideas, his literary
style, and his criticism and satire. The author writes that Malkom was the first
person to present the Shah with a plan for government reform in his essay
"Daftar-e¢ Tanzimat." He established the "Faramush-khaneh," a Freemason and
perhaps the first political circle in Iran, whose goals he declared to be the
propagation of the idea of political reform, the promotion of human rights, the
inculcation of social unity, and the struggle to establish the rule of law. Many
of Malkom’s contemporaries considered him to be among the leading Iranians
of his time in his vision, his political and social awareness, and his understanding
of the factors involved in the advancement of the European community. The
writer believes that the simplicity and lucidity of Malkom’s prose is due to his
knowledge of Western prose models. In his writings Malkom avoided the
verbosity, repetitiousness, hyper-exemplification, and meaningless literary
mannerisms that were part and parcel of the style of his contemporaries. In
keeping with his stylistic simplicity, he saw the complexity and imperfections of
the Arabic alphabet as the basic source for the illiteracy of the masses in Iran
and other Islamic countries; he thought the eradication of illiteracy and all of its
attendant miseries like poverty, ignorance, backwardness, and political
subjugation, in these countries impossible unless their alphabets were romanized.

The author ends by sampling various examples of Malkom’s writings
and extracting his style of criticizing the speech and behavior of people in
politics, religion, and literature. He feels that Malkom’s essay "Ferqa-ye
Kajbinan," Mohammad Qazvini’s mockery and harsh criticism of the work
notwithstanding, represents one of the most important works of literary criticism
by an Iranian intellectual of that time.

* Abstracts translated by Paul Sprachman
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