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"One hot summer day, to be precise one Friday the thirteenth of
August, at about a quarter to three in the afternoon, I fell in love."
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In terms of their basic political thrust, the writers of these memoirs,
preoccupied with the collective memory of the past, continue to insist that the
failure of Marxist political systems was due more to the incompetence of their
leaders and managers than to the inevitable consequence of the flaws of the
doctrine itself. Thus, these writers, in their preoccupation with saving the collective
past, and justifying their ideological faith, have avoided answering the painful
questions regarding their own individual moral responsibilities in what has
transpired in their tortured political lives.

*
Writing Women's lives in Iran

Farzaneh Milani

When walls surround houses, tagiyeh protects faith, ta'arof plunges the addressee
and the addresser into factual suspense, feelings get disjointed in zaheri/bateni,
when abstractions supplant concreteness, generalities replace the specific, and
indirection is a common practice, autobiographies become a rare commodity in the
literary arena. The rather rare attempts at autobiography found among [ranians,
until recently, are the logical literary extensions of a culture that creates, expects,
and values a certain separation between the inner and the outer. the private and the
public.

Women who have been deliberately kept away from the arena of public
life and discourse have had a still more restrained relation to public self-
representation. Erased from the public scene and privatized, they were, for long,
without autobiographical possibilities. Indeed, the emergence of women's
autobiographies, in Iran, can be traced to no earlier than the mid-twentieth century.

However limited in number--twenty four in all--these autobiographies
constitute a highly heterogeneous body of works. Although the overwhelming
majority of them follow in their delineation of relationships a conventional pattern
and they are ambivalent about self-exposure and self-attention, still the choice of
an autobiographical format attests to the singularity of the enterprise. It bears the
individual and individualized imprint of a female voice. By textualizing personal
experience, by saying "I" in a written and public text, this choice shows a
reverence for and fascination with the individual. It bespeaks the development of a
literature of a woman-self in which woman becomes both the object and the
subject of scrutiny. It testifies to a search by women for autonomy and public self-
expression.
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Thus, 'Alam, not only in his style of writing but in his focus, emphasis
and choice of subjects and events, has often emulated those of the Qajar notable
and statesman.

Nearly a century apart, each of these diaries describe, at times in graphic
detail, the way western culture, civilization and technology were first hesitatingly
and then passionately introduced to, and influenced, Iranian society. The entries
in the first diary, at times in tones of disbelief and sarcasm draw a picture of the
first fledgling steps toward modernization and westernization: the first
vaccinations against small pox; the failed attempt to construct a railroad; the
dispatch of a score of students to European schools and; the first sit-in by
aggrieved residents of Tehran in a foreign consulate.

In 'Alam diaries one is faced with the Shah's earnest desire for full-
fledged modernization of the Iranian society. This desire is reflected in "Alam's,
occasionally incredulous references to Shah's determination to make the Iranian
armed forces as formidable a force in the Middle East as possible, to speed up the
implementation of Iran's economic development plan by increasing the country's
control over the export, sale and marketing of its oil, and to expand Iran's
industrial base and invest in its human resources.

Memoirs of the Iranian Left

Shahrokh Meskoob

The memoirs of the prominent members of the Tudeh Party, as the single most
powerful and active Marxist political organization in Iran in the 1940's and early
1950's, collectively shed some light not only on the structure and functions of the
party itself, but on the internal and external political factors that had considerable
impact on Iran's social and political scene. Furthermore, these memoirs tend to
underline the dominant attitudes that characterize the Iranian intellectual discourse
which is devoid of any agonizing reappraisals, and still marked by a palpable
fascination with ideological dogma.

In terms of style, none of these memoirs contain any passages or entries
dealing with their authors inner emotional experiences or personal conflicts. There
is a total absence of the assertive individualistic "self." The world is still seen
through the eyes of the collective "we", the "party.” The vision is still parochial,
seasonal and historically-specific. It is still "they" versus "us", "friends" against
"enemies."
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A Survey of Notable Qajar Memoirs
Mansoureh Ettehadieh

In her analysis of the diaries written by a number of Qajar notables and princes, the
author suggests that although all of them are devoid of significant references to
major political events of the time, they represent an invaluable historiographical
source. Clearly, not all these diaries are of the same quality or historical
significance. Some are simply records of hunting trips, nightly entertainments or
routine daily individual encounters. Some, particularly those published after the
death of their writers, have been either poorly edited or deliberately altered or
doctored. However, in the tradition-bound Iranian society of the time, where
acquisition and exercise of power essentially depended on interpersonal
relationships, these diaries, believes the author. do provide a more or less accurate
description of the royal court and its inner workings.

The author has basically concentrated on the vacillating relationship
between the Shah, Qajar princes, courtiers and various notables, family
relationships colored by ever-changing patterns of alliances in the royal court, the
rivalry among the royal wives and their role in perpetual political intrigues, and the
sale of limited and desirable government positions as a leverage for access to
political power.

These diaries further confirm, according to the author. that the Qajar
shahs were never quite free to exercise their power at will. Given the disperse
nature of authority and competing bases of legitimacy, they were often quite
restricted in their use of naked power.

Reflections of a Century in Two Diaries

Sadroddin Elahi

The article is a comparative review of the diaries of E'temad al-Saltaneh, one of
Naser al-Din Shah's close confidants, which were written toward the end of 19th
century, and those of Asadollah 'Alam, Minister of the Pahlavi court for almost a
decade prior to the 1979 Islamic revolution. 'Alam was perhaps influenced,
according to the author, by his extensive reading of the daily journals of E'temad
al-Saltaneh which were published in 1966, the year 'Alam was appointed minister
of the Court.
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