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The man replied, "Why are you mocking me?

There are no carpets here, as you can see,

And there's no food here either-you had best

look for another place to eat and rest
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c*j;je, "+ l,; UL.o c*F ah e

The man replied, "A cushion! That's absurd,

you might as well expect milk from a bird!"

r iL elr, r.il.d,.trS r$ ,.ry rslL :c.iS 3 :lc i
..rS OT rl-r-a ;U

gL:l-i (.Jljn ,&J , csr.,rF 6
cs{ uU il*1 .*L+ .,.r?- ,5l

elJ ej.rll 6
rs4..rt+ f I



rS{ r + )V ,aa sQl

"Pretend I gave it you," the man replied,

"And ttral you ate it and felt satisfied:

If there was bread to eat, then I assure yu

You'd see a healthier host stood here before vou."

;l ,, ol dtt <S.:*"1 cr3 611..$ 13;ar.i-r5 ,51 ,+"r: fl_rn
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"It's dark already, look!" the owner said,

"This talk of yours has muddled up my head.

Go choose a house where they can entertain you

And where the owner will be happy to detain you

Why stay with some unhappy wrelch who grieves

For his bad luck, and has to sleep on leaves?

You have a gold sword, and gold stimrps too,

You don't want thieves to come and frighten you.

A house like this attracts such dangerous men,

And lions might well choose it as their den."

.-rJ ;al.p .,:;'1_,- l,; ,,J .r+L._r l,- g ;b.2c Jl :c^"5 pl.t

e*- *F.rJ L gt- .r.:6 6,,r- Jr;;t c.;6 r* .u.rS

The man replied, "Enough of all this chatter;

No one stays in this house; that ends the matter!"

FIA



Fr t L! J, csJU;

eJ t.:r,.t'|.r-. ;l .r*! r, O:A ctr_r-.rii lr- :6 .r $ o! tl*,-
ri'5 ;.: eltl,S --l rb +5 .'. *o Ot+ 6.rr-;l; l; -lJ ;4 S*'-I

'(t-./

He said, "Go back two bow shots and you'll see

A pond-drink all you want. Stop bothering me,

It's obvious I'm old, wom out, and poor,

Too weak to earn my living an5more."
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He said, "My name is Farshidvard, and I've

No clothes or food to keep myself alive."
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He said, "I pray for my release; I pray

You'll leave my ruin and be on your way.

What's brought you to this empty house? It's clear

There's never any wealth or welcome here!"
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O great Khosrow, great in your majesty,

In warlike pnde, Igt magnanimity-

Where is that gre4tnass now, your high

Your glory and yqur throne and royal

Where is your chiyalry, yourpower, my

Who sheltered all the world beneath wing?

Where are yourwires now, your all

The nobles who opce thronged your audi hall?

Where now is Kayeh's banner, and the

Who flourished i4 the aA their glittffing

Where are your v4liant warriors and priests,

Where are your hqnting parties and your ?

Where is that warlike mien, and where those

Great armies that Bestroyed our foes?

Where is your ar4or, wondrous to

Studded wirh jewgls, fashioned from shi gold?

Where is ShaMiz,, your fi€ry stallion

Galloped with sudr impatience under

Where are your glprious gold-shod ca

Whose swo'rds soqght out one sheath-the
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Where is that generous never-failing slore

Of your largess? Your eagerness in war?

Where are the camels, horses, elephants?

Their howdahs, trappings and magnificence?

Where is that wise nobility of mind,

That eloquence, at once adroit and kind?

Why are you left deprived, in this sad stare,

Who read you this page from the Book of
Once you desired a son-to be your friend,

A prop to your old age-and in the end

Grief came to you from him: a king's son

His father strength and shelter while he lives,

But to the king of kings this son brought pain

And his success destroyed his father's reign.

Count Persia as aruin. as the lair
Of lions and leopards. Look now and despair,

You were the best of Sasan's line. no one

Will ever reign again as you have done,

And as your seed degenrates, this land

Degenerates beneath an alien hand.

It is the shepherd's fault when wolves

And ravage all the sheep he should defend.

God keep your soul, and may each enemy

Of yours die gebbeted in agony!

I swear by God above, my noble king,

By Mehregan, by New Year and the spring,

That if my hand plays any song again

I should be stricken from the roll of men.

I'll bum my instruments and never face

The enemies who've dealt you this disgrace.
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ot:-i : crJ 1t5 g -.:rLrt.!-.l.5.ste .r.-r.,115 6Lql;l ..,,.* fj .r-.l-il,, .,- (e*rr ^'.

:t ics.O o',L;11; ..r;e.i,

Pierre Bourdieq Raisons Pntiques, Paris, Editions du Seuil, 1994.
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J ci++ tl ;1t6;*: .,-rlr* ! : o.I .,- Jt--6 t OLi ,.rT ;f 9l-r-: g:Lrl .r:-r-
oL .ui-l _,1.: 6 .:1".19 <t9ri Jq-" .l;s .,p cS;l.i- Jl fqil .oF.r e* GL*r-
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,- 9 -r.-.:J .r-:,-L ll G)-p J-.,! o-r.--i .r;13 6l-o l+l 9 i;1.: l-3 oL:- olFd.JJ--:-
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Reports and the statistical reports of the kanian government, the concept

of human security is taken as moro expansive than mere economic well
being of the citizewy. Furthermore, the review compares and contasts in
some detail the human security indices of the pre and post-revolutionary
periods. In the pre-Revolutionary ptriod, hard work, natural resotrces
and a set of generally balanced economic plans and social development
projects had allowed the hanian people to reach significant levels of
economic security and social freedoms. In the last quarter century,
however, unprecedented discriminative social conshaints, inappropriate
economic priorities and unprecedented bureaucratic comrption and
mismanagement have combined to lower significantly the level of the
economic security and social welfare of the hanian people as a whole,

Reasons for this decline have long been known to the top-level
decision-makers in the Islamic Republic of kan. In fact, in the first year
of his presidency, Mr. Khatami chnacterized the countrlr's economy as

suffering from serious malaise. In practice, however, the policies and
plans adopted by his government contributed to firther deterioration of
the economic situation. It now seems, therefor, that, without fundamental
changes in Iran's political and judicial structures, the chances for the
creation of an economy, geared toward satisffing the basic demands of a
restive population, are quite slim. For, the current political institutions
are inherently incapable of allowing for full and free public participation
in the political arena; a participation that is sine qua non for jumpstarting
Iran's moribund economv.
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Iranian Political Transformation and'S/omen's Security
Malttdz Afkhani

on the eve of the Islamic revolution kanian women had experienced a
whole history of social, cultural, political and individual tra;sformation
founded implicitly and explicitly in the idea that they had rights not
because they were Muslims, christians, or Jews, but because they were
human beings. Almost all that they had achieved as right, control, and
power, they had done so in spite of clerical objections and against the
patriarchal structures that were reinforced and sustained by cultural and
religious tuaditions that dictated a subservient position for women. More
importantly, this transformation was the momentum that the process had
achieved and the potentials it suggested for the future.

With the most essential of these rights and freedorns curtailed by
the Islamic Republic of kan, women's security has become one of the
core issues in the ongoing confrontation between the regime and Iranian
society. The reformists'claim that any improvement in the area of human
rights and security, may best be achieved within the existing
consfitutional and political framework has already been proved illusory
since the constitution of the Islamic Republic formulates the woman's
place in the family and society in traditional terms. Indeed, it is wholly
geared to Islamic principles as defined by the clerical hierarchy. To have
a real shot at women's security in kan one must insist that women have
rights because they are human beings and that governments are deemed
legitimate only when they avow in law and respect in practice the
universality of human rights irrespective of color, creed, nationality,
religion, or gender. This is no reflection on Islam or on any religion. It
only means that if human beings, including Iranian women, are to be
free, which is an essential prerequisite of their security, they must be in a
position to choose freely what to thinlq what to say, what to do, and, of
course, how to relate, or not rclate, to God. This can not be had if
govemment and religion are one.

The Prospects of Human Security in Iran
Farrokh Najmabadi

This paper attempts to review the fluctuations in the level and quality of
human security in contemporary han. In this comparative review, which
is based mostly on the data provided by the UN Human Development
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energy (especially solar and wind energies); electric power plants run
with natural gas are economically preferable to nuclear power plants;
energy conservation and increased productivify of existing sources of
energy obviate the need for access to nuclear sources ofenergy.

Clerical Auto-Criticism: A Religious Treatise on Secularism

Mohammad Mehdi Khalaji

The Shi'ite clergy, as the most influential of lran's social institutions,
became the problematic of a serious discourse only after the burgeoning
of kanians' interest in modernity beginning with the constitutional
movement. Most of the leading members of kanian Shi'ite clergy
represented the most traditional interpretations of Islam and thus posed
serious impediments to han's march toward modemity and secular
government. There were, however, some clerics who braved the risks
and attempted to shed some light on the hitherto darker corners of the
clergy's conduct of their private and public lives. Such attempts,
however, were few and far in between. In fact, following the
constitutional period, no other tracts or essays of this geffe are known to
have been written, which is by itself an indication of a pervasive absence
ofintellectual curiosity about the subject in nearly a hundred years.

Perhaps one of the most critical essays on the inner life in Iranian
Shi'ite seminaries is the autobiographical essay written by Sheikh
Ebrahim Zanjani in early 20* century. A prominent religious leader of
his time, zanjani played an important role in the hanian constitufional
movement and was elected to the first four sessions of the Majles.In his
political and ideological leanings, he was close to liberal and radical
intellectuals such as seyyed Hasan Taqizadeh and was also a member of
the DemocratParty whose platform included a call for the separation of
religion from government. These tendencies are clearly and explicitly
reflected inznajani's recounting of his private as well as political life.
While rejecting the claim of the clerical class to divine legitimacy, he
decries the behavior of most of his peers as anathema to Islamic tenets
and in no uncertain terms denies the validity of the theory of an Islamic
government led by the clerical class. This genre of secularisrn, based
solely on a novel interpretation of Islamic traditions, has not been
explored either by han's religious seminarians or kanian intellectuars.
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to reform the constitution in order to separate religion from politics and
have a secular democracy. The debate is occurring in the context of
mounting social, economic and political challenges, on the one hand, and
the growing importance of electoral politics, on the other. The
democratic debate in Iran and the common conceptions of pluralism and
rule of law that it has projected are products of political changes Iran has
gone through over the course of the past two decades. This essay
examines the unfolding of the democracy debate within the context of
rran's changing domestic and intemational environment, and the growing
importance of elections to the country's politics. It further identifiei
factors that account for the shift from demands for Islamic reform to
demands for constitutional reform.

Iran's Energy Policy: Challenges and Choices
Mohssen Massarrat

Iran is facing serious challenges in the area of energy policy. To define
the problems and possibilities that these challenges represent one must
first tum to kan's energy consumption patterns as well as the energy
policy of the hanian government-including its nuclear energy progmms.
The increase in energy usage in han is clearly out of proportion with the
rate of the country's economic productivity. Some of the negative
structural characteristics of this consumption pattern are an above
average energy intensity, an increase in energy consumption in the traffic
sector, a high growth rate in the use of electric energy and an inordinate
amount of stress on the environment.

Traditionally, kan's energy policy has focused on satis$ring the
growing demand for energy by continually expanding its primary energy
source of natural gas. However, any further development of the natural
gas supply makes sense within the context of a comprehensive energy
policy that takes into account the principles of sustainable development.
Thus, in the short term, such a policy would take advantage of both the
energy-saving techniques, as well as potential renewable sources of
energy that can, in the long term, become the exclusive sources for
meeting the national demand for energy.

Iran's motives to gain access to nuclear energy do not seem to be
convincing for a variety of reasons including: the country's access to a
variety of renewable, and comparatively less expensive, sources of
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actions in the last few years can be characterized as the most blatant
taken against the reform movement. hanians have by and large
participated in the elections when they have felt their participation could
make a difference. In contrast to the relatively free previous elections,
the situation changed rather dramatically with the municipal elections of
February 2003 and especially with the parliamentary elections of
February 2004. The regime's widespread intervention in these elections
appears to have been a clear manifestation of authoritarian tendencies
and a rejection by the state of evolutionary pro-reform agenda. The fear
of reformers displacing the power-holders has resulted in systematic
undermining of the akeady weakened parliament. There is a growing
popular sentiment that normal political processes are too flawed to
respond to legitimate constituency demands for participation in the
system.

A prominent culprit that has worked to undermine civil society in
Iran -both in terms of electoral process and freedom of expression- is the
hanian judiciary that is under the direct control of the supreme leader
and seryes as the chief instrument of conservative control and
domination. No institution has done more damage to reform and civil
society in Iran than the judiciary. By use of its immense authority and
power, it has created a system resembling "legal violence"-that is,
extralegal and extra-administrative violence that emanates from the
institutions of the state with full approval of those at the apex of power.
The judiciary's extra-legal power is further sustained by a system of laws
and regulations that pay scant attention to procedural norms, the right to
counsel, and other basic rights

The Discourse of Democracy in Iran

Ali Gheissari & Yali Reza Nasr

Since the presidential elections of 1997, there has been an engaging
debate in kan on the prospects of reform and dernocratization. During
this time period the ideal of democracy has emerged as the focal point of
political debates, thus framing central questions regarding relations of
state to society, the place of religion in public life and the future of the
Islamic Republic. Those currently involved in the democracy debate in
Iran can be placed into two principal camps. First are those who would
like to reform Islam in order to reconcile it with democracy and to have a
pluralistic and more open govemment. second are those who would like
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The Musician in the Garden: On TranslatingShahnameh

Dick Davis

In passing on medieval Persian epics, such as those in Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh, the ftanslator should, according to the author, use whatever
skill and sweetness as he can muster, but must remain hidden, concealed
by the foliage of the historic garden whose beauties he celebrates. Yet,
his task is such tl:ptt it cannot be one of simple, unmediated transmission.
In order to speak at all, the ftanslator is forced to add his own voice to
the material and in doing so must make many choices, some small and
some large, but all affecting the presentation and reception of the artifact
with which he has been entrusted. Among these choices the first is that of
form-- should he tanslate the text into verse or into prose? Inspired by
the Naqqali tradition of kan, the author decided to fanslate Shahnameh
in prosimetrum, a text which is largely prose but which contains passages
of verse at significant moments of the narrative. The prosimetrum, the
author notes, was also a not uncommon medieval European form.

The decisions as to which episodes to pass over and which to
foregrourd were made according to similar criteria to those which helped
the author decide whether a given passage should be rendered in verse or
prose. Another choice facing the author was how to fanslate the
passages on war. Although, there are quite a lot of spirited fighting in the
Shahnameh, there is, the author suggests relatively few passages that
actually celebrate war. These passages are balanced, and far outweighed
in their intensity and nobility, by passages on themes that derive from
warfare such as elegy, the perception of loss, and the tragic
understanding of the inevitability of human conflict. The author
concludes by noting that his choices were minor, of emphasis and not of
substance. He also notes that no ftanslator can reproduce a work from
another language without adding his own emphases and lending his own
voice to the artifact in question.

Unchanging Institutions and The Fate of Reform in Iran

. Farhad Kazemi

The fate of reform in han is critically connected to both free elections
and an independentjudiciary. Although the hanian regime has allowed a
limited degree of freedom in the electoral process, its behavior and



The Word in Ferdowsits Shahnameh
Shahrokh Meskoob

In Shahnameh, as is the case in religious holy texts, the "word" is
considered the embodiment of the "idea" which in turn is the progenitor
of creation. The udivine" word of God contains the eternal truths and is
the link between the creator and his creations. In Persian mythology,
too, the word, which is man's most wondrous attribute, had divine origin
so that he would not be deprived of God's grace. As an epic poet,
Ferdowsi has chosen man and his worldly surroundings as the focus of
his poetry where words forever reflect his own observations of men and
events. Epic poetry is extrovert but is not solely centered on the external
world. The epic poet perceives the world through his inner senses and
imbues and colors it with his own meanings and values.

The splendor, claity and glory of Ferdowsi's words spring from
three inter-related sources: belief in the uniquely transcendent mission of
word; the nobility and free spirit of the kings and heroes of his epics; and
their incredible fates and deeds. The powerful impact of the poet's words,
emanates not only from the clarity and magnificence of the images that
he has so ably constructed but also form the purity and universality of the
truths about human nature as reflected in the characters of his
protagonists. But, truth, unaccompanied by an inner belief will not
suffice and Ferdowsi's words evince both his existential affinity with,
and worldly understanding of, what he sees as the truth.

Ferdowsi, having experienced life on both spiritual and spatial
planes, conceives of his words as the building blocs of an immortal
edifice, never to be touched by the passage of time and its ravages. This
architectural image is surely the reflection of the poet's dream of
remaining forever alive within the confines of his words. A thousand
years after his dream has not been shattered.
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